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The Ministry of Darkness 


By Barbara Cornet Ryberg 


“What I tell you in darkness, that speak ye 
in light’’ (Matt. 10:27). 


NTO the dark of the shadowed home 
Where sorrow has drawn the blind, 
Into the dark of the lonely life 
Where friendships are left behind, 
Into the darkness of sorrow and pain, 
Our Lord leads His children, again and 
again. 


There He tells them secrets eternal, 
Where their ear can hear each word, 
For the tumults of earth had drowned 
His voice, 
But there, His alone is heard. 
And the eyes which the glare of earth 
made dim, 
Now in the darkness behold only Him. 


But we are not meant long to linger 
In the darkened hours of night, 
“What I tell you here in the darkness, 
Speak ye in the place of light.” 
You who have found Him sufficient 
indeed, 
Bear words of comfort to others in need. 


Our souls need their mountains of fel- 
lowship, 
Their valleys of quiet rest, 
Their nights ‘neath the stars with infinite 
view 
For a vision of God’s best; 
That man who the pathway of darkness 
hath trod, 
With light in his soul, is the man who 
knows God! 


What Is Prayer? 


Every Christian knows what prayer 
is. But it is sometimes helpful to force 
oneself to define it. This brings out its 
true, Scriptural meaning, and may show 
aspects or realms of prayer that one has 
been neglecting. Perhaps one of the 
most thoughtful and comprehensive defi- 
nitions of prayer in a single sentence is 
that which is found at the beginning of 
John Bunyan’s “Discourse on Prayer.” 
This is found in his “Complete Works” 
(out of print), and at the head of it are 
these two parts of texts: “Likewise the 
Spirit also helpeth our infirmities” (Rom, 
8:26); “I will pray with the spirit, and 
I will pray with the understanding also” 
(1 Cor. 14:15), Here is Bunyan’s defi- 
nition: “Prayer is a sincere, sensible, 
affectionate pouring out of the heart or 
soul to God, through Christ, in the 
strength and assistance of the Holy 
Spirit, for such things as God has prom- 
ised or according to the word, for the 
good of the Church, with submission, in 
faith to the will of God.” Before he 
proceeds with his exposition of prayer, 
in which he quotes much Scripture, he 
breaks up his summary into these seven 
points: “In this description are these 
seven things: 1. It‘is sincere; 2. A sensi- 
ble; 3. An affectionate pouring out of 
the soul to God, through Christ; 4. By 
the strength or assistance of the Spirit; 
5. For such things as God has promised, 


or according to his word: 6. For the good 
of the Church; 7. With submission in 
faith to the will of God.” These points 
will repay considerable thought, and are 
clearly based on the teachings of Scrip- 
ture. If we compare our own praying 
with them, we find that we have 
failed at one o1 points. For ex- 
ample, it may have been perfectly sin- 
cere and sensible, but has there been in 
it real love to God, and have we counted 
on the assistance of the Holy Spirit? 
Have we had foremost in our minds the 
glory of God and the good of the Church, 
and have we been really submitted to 
the will of God? definition can 


may 


more 


No one 
means, but it is 


cover all that praye 
helpful to learn what it has meant to 
men of God whom He has greatly 


The scope of prayer is set forth 
Montgomery’s 
soul’s sincere de- 


blessed. 
in outline form in Ja 
hymn, “Prayer is the 
sire, Unuttered or expressed; The motion 
of a hidden fire trembles in the 
breast.” He develops the thought fur- 
ther, calling it the burden of a sigh, the 
falling of a tear, the upward glancing 
of an eye, the simplest form of speech, 
the Christian’s vital breath, his native 
air, his watchword at the gates of death; 
the contrite sinner’s voice, “returning 
from his ways.” And he concludes: 
O Thou, by whom we come to God — 
The Life, the Truth, the Way; 
The path of prayer Thyself hast trod; 
Lord! teach us how to pray. 


mes 


That 


The Octopus Expands 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


HE organization of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America is hailed in lyrical 
phrase by the publication that has made 
it a major item on its agenda for years. 
“November 29 will live forever in the 
annals of great events,” says the Chris- 
tian Century. Then it proceeds raptur- 
ously: 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“For it is God which worketh 
in you both to will and to do of his 
good pleasure” (Phil. 2:13). 




















“The brightest and only enduring star 
of hope in the darkness of global night 
is the sovereign reality of the merciful 
God. Man’s distracted mind is grate- 
fully recalled to this polar star when the 
Christian unites in deeper 
solidarity at the very moment when the 
world community seems again to be 
breaking up. Here is evidence in the 
midst of time that the eternal is not 
without a witness. Here is a reminder 
that man’s destiny is not necessarily 
doom and catastrophe, blind, senseless 
and utterly callous; but that it may be 
fulfillment, fellowship in a community of 
faith, joy in an unmerited, but never- 
theless unbelievably real redemption. 


community 
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Here in the midst of despair is a har- 
binger of hope.” 

The “Inaugural Message” of the new 
Council indulged in a similar rhapsody. 
“It is designed to be an instrument of 
the Holy Spirit for such ministries as 
evangelism.” “Being the [italics ours] 
servant of One who holds in his hand 
all the nations and the isles as a very 
little thing, it is free from the appre- 
hensions of those who, taking counsel 
of men alone, forget that no age is iso- 
lated from God’s ageless purpose.” “This 
we have done: by God’s grace we have 
forged an implement for cooperation 
such as America has never seen before 
[italics ours].” 

“Great swelling words” which fitted 
well into the Council’s opening day with 
its “colorful ceremony,” “processional of 
church leaders in gowns and vestments,” 
its “banners and flags of the United 
Nations,” its “top-flight array of speak- 
ers,” its messages to President Truman 
and to Secretary General Trygve Lie of 
the United Nations. But to spiritual in- 
toxication already have followed signs 
of hangover in the Christian Century’s 
report. This almost official mouthpiece 
of church union confesses that it is im- 
possible at this time to draw a satis- 
factory organizational chart of the new 
National Council. “Perhaps it can be 
done after all the uniting agencies, com- 
munions and commissions have had five 
years or so to shake down together, but 
not now.” Then it draws a picture of 
confusion worse confounded, of which 
is here only an intimation. 

First, there is a General Assembly; 
then a General Board with similar func- 
tions, but more along executive lines. 
Then there are “Divisions,” functioning 
under the Assembly. There are four of 
them — the Division of Christian Educa- 
tion, of Foreign Missions, of Home Mis- 
sions, and of Christian Life and Work. 

“The members of the General Assem- 
bly are divided into four approximately 
equal groups, and each of these groups 
forms an assembly for one Division, with 
the denominations choosing how their 
representatives are parceled out among 
the four.” 

Then there are “Departments.” First, 
the General Departments—of United 
Church Women and United Church Men; 
secondly, there are the “Joint Depart- 
ments,” drawing members from more 
than one Division, and dealing with fam- 
ily life, Christian life service, steward- 
ship, evangelism, and religious liberty 
respectively. 

Next come “Central Departments or 
Service Bureaus” of Field Administra- 
tion, Publication and Distribution, Fi- 
nance, and “other appropriate agencies” 
covering broadcasting, ecumenical rela- 
tions, public relations, research and sur- 
vey, American churches, overseas, treas- 
ury and business management, and 
chaplaincy management. 
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Suffocating over-organization, and it 
will probably prove to be such even after 
“shakedown” and breakdown. 

As far as one can judge, the National 
Council will take over, directly or in- 
directly, the endowments and other 
assets of the individual churches going 
into the merger. What else do the fol- 
lowing sinister words mean? 

“Part of the steps taken at Cleveland 
was to keep in existence as legal entities 








Dudley T. Richman 


IKE Abraham of old, Dudley T. Rich- 

man has realized the fulfillment of 
God’s promise, granted to some of His 
saints, “And thou shalt go to thy fathers 
in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good 
old age” (Gen, 15:15). 

Readers of THE SunNpAY SCHOOL TIMES 
will recall the announcement in the 
January 13 issue, this year, telling of 
Mr. Richman’s retirement as Secretary 
and Treasurer and as a Director of The 
Sunday School Times Company, after 
nearly thirty-four years of service with 
the Company. On Friday, May 25, he 
slipped away from his home in Spring- 
field, Delaware County, Pa. to be 
with the Lord, whom he had loved and 
served faithfully here on earth for many 
years. 

Mr. Richman would have been eighty- 
six years old had he lived until this 
coming September. He suffered a stroke 
last October, which led to his retire- 
ment. But, after a temporary recovery, 
he continued to serve as an elder in Em- 
manuel Presbyterian (U.S.A.) Church in 
Philadelphia, where he was also super- 
intendent emeritus of the Sunday school, 
and where at times he continued to teach 
his Sunday school class. He had retired 
as treasurer of the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion, but continued, until his death, as 
treasurer of the Million Testaments 
Campaigns, Inc. 

For many years, Mr. Richman was 
active in the Presbyterian Sunday School 
Superintendent’s Association, having 
been superintendent at Emmanuel 
Church for more than forty-two years. 

He will be remembered for his loyal 
support of Fundamentalism, whenever 
the question arose, in the local presby- 
tery, at general assemblies, and at Sun- 
day school conventions. He was active 
in the stirring events that led to the 
great Presbyterian Mass Meeting in Phil- 
adelphia on February 28, 1935, which 
protested the betrayal of the faith in the 
Presbyterian Board for Foreign Missions 
and in the Auburn Heresy, out of which 
meeting grew the Presbyterian Consti- 
tutional Covenant Union, formed also in 
1935, of which he was vice-president. 

Mr. Richman’s funeral service was con- 
ducted by the Rev. Park Hays Miller, 
D.D. He spoke from the texts John 3:16; 
Philippians 1:21, and 23; and 2 Timothy 
4:8. 
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[i.e.. dummies] the names of some of 
the former organizations and to provide 
them with nominal boards of trustees, 
This continued existence, however, is 


legal, not operational. It is necessary 
to conserve for the merger the full re- 
sources of the merging bodies [italics 
ours].” 

“The full resources” — all that has been 
given by evangelical Christians of the 
past to their individual churches. What 
would Judge Steinbrink say to that? 
How about an_ injunction? These 
church politicians have been playing in 
Cleveland with their nursery blocks and 
have built up an imposing structure. 
Their schemes, as Mary Archbold said 
some time ago in the Women’s Home 
Companion, “come not from the grass 
roots in the church-meadows but from 
the treetops of paid officialdom,” adding, 
“Jesus did not pray that his disciples 
should be one organization but one with 
the Father as He was.” 

Are there none from the grass roots 
who will make legal protest against this 
quiet, brazen appropriation of “the full 
[church] resources”? 

What is the Council to do? We are 
told in the Inaugural Message. It will 
prepare materials for the church schools 
(Bible - betraying quarterlies); will 
ready-up its Revised Standard Version 
of the Bible (the Modernist version); 
will be the single inclusive agency for 
the nomination of chaplains in the armed 
forces; will present Christian ideals 
through radio, television, and motion 
pictures; will lift up its voice in pro- 
nouncements and admonition. 

“Relations between town and country 
churches will be cooperatively explored.” 
It will provide “architectural services.” 
Its Constitution presents nine character- 
istically vague aims, for example, to carry 
on such work as the churches desire to 
be done in co-operation; to continue and 
extend the work of the interdenomina- 
tional agencies named in the preamble; 
to foster and encourage co-operation 
between two or more communions; to 
maintain fellowship and co-operation 
with the World Council of Churches,” 
and so on, 

In short, the old, empty talk of the 
Federal Council with the same perennial 
secretary at the helm—and all this “a 
miracle of grace”! “It is understood 
that the National Council is starting with 
a deficit of around $130,000,” and will 
hire a hundred executives to staff the 
Council itself. For the whole united 
machine a thousand executives will be 
required. 

It is indeed good and pleasant for 
brethren to dwell together in unity, but 
at one point the precious oil flowing 
down over the Council graybeards — in 
this case Sun Oil—did not, according 
to the unionists themselves, altogether 
fit into the picture. Mr. J. Howard Pew 

(Continued on page 550) 
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|. The Secret of Power and the Enjoyment of the Lord 


The need for both purity and love in 


the Christian life 


HAT is the secret of power? 
Certainly, as we consider Chris- 
tianity today—true, Bible-be- 


lieving Christianity we must be im- 
pressed by the fact that there is not the 
consistent power that there has been in 
certain periods of the past. The same 
thing is also true of the enjoyment of 
the Lord. In our day, life is such that, 
while Christians do many things to serve 
the Lord, it is obvious from our faces 
amd our conversation that few enjoy 
Him. 

These faults tend to be equally true 
for us as individual Christians and for 
the Christian organizations in which we 
are. Those things that are needed to 
overcome these faults would also be the 
same for us as individual Christians and 
for our organizations. 

PURITY 

As we begin let us draw a triangle. 
We shall write at the apex of this tri- 
angle two words, “Power” and “Enjoy- 
ment”; and we shall write at the left 
of the triangle the word “Purity.” 


Fower-Enjoyment 





Purity 

First of all, the Bible is clear in its 
command for personal purity. There 
cannot be power or enjoyment without 
such purity. Some Christians seem to 
think that when we talk of personal 
purity all that is meant is giving up a 
few amusements and habits. What a 
poor view of purity this is! Dealing 
with these things is indeed important, 
but this is only the A B C. We can be 
without hindering habits and amuse- 
ments and still be far from true per- 
sonal purity. 

When we consider what the Bible 
teaches concerning purity we find that 
it is not a matter basically of outward 
things at all, but it is a matter of in- 
ward things. The Ten Commandments 
do not deal just with outward things, but 
they deal with the inward disposition of 
the heart. We can break each of the 
Commandments inwardly without any 
outward act. This is most clearly shown 
by the fact that the last Commandment, 
“Thou shalt not covet,” deals entirely with 
inward dispositions and not with outward 
things at all. Outward things result 
from our inward disposition of covetous- 


By the Rev. FRANCIS A. SCHAEFFER 


Balance is needed in every realm of 
Christian life and service. If the 
Adversary cannot keep us from ad- 
vancing, he will tempt us, if he can, 
to go too far in one direction or the 
other, or to go off on a tangent. In 
two articles, in this week’s issue and 
the next, the Rev. Francis A. Schaef- 
fer, European representative of the 
Independent Board for Presbyterian 
Foreign Missions (151 Maplewood 
Ave., Philadelphia 44), deals with 
two important aspects of Christian 
testimony today. His articles may 
be used as blackboard lessons in 
teaching Bible classes for young peo- 
ple and adults. 








ness, but covetousness in itself is an 
inward matter. This Tenth Command- 
ment is most searching; it is the negative 
side of the positive command of Christ 
that we should love all men as ourselves, 
We can have a covetous attitude in the 
wanting of what we do not have, and we 
can have an equally covetous attitude 
in determining to hold on to the posses- 
sions or leadership that we do have. Is 
there a simple test that I may apply to 
my life to find out if I am covetous? 
Yes, there is. Let me ask myself: If 
So and So, who has more possessions or 
leadership than I possess, should lose 
these, would I be inwardly pleased; or, 
if So and So, who has less possessions 
or leadership than I have, should begin 
to gain, would I be inwardly wretched? 
If I would, I have coveted. If covetous- 
ness is present I am not right inside; 
and to the extent that I am not right 
inside I do not possess personal purity. 
Is personal purity easy? The answer is, 
No. The battle is against the flesh all 
the way. 

Let us notice, however, that true pur- 
ity is more than even such a negative 


aspect concerning our innermost selves. - 


True personal purity is not a bare nega- 
tive. I am to love my neighbor as my- 
self. True purity is based upon and 
leads to love. True purity and love 
stand together. 

This word, then, we put at the right 
of the triangle. 


Power = Enjoyment 





Purity Love 


However, the Biblical presentation of 
purity includes more than personal pur- 
ity. We find that the Word of God 
teaches that there is not only to be pur- 
ity of the person, but purity of the ex- 
ternal body of believers. Moses com- 
mands it, and from the Book of Judges 
on we find the constantly repeated illus- 
tration of what happened when the ex- 
ternal body of the people of God forgot 
God’s command to keep pure. When this 
happened, in came many things which 
soon destroyed the power of God’s peo- 
ple. This is not just a lesson of the Old 
Testament, but it is also a lesson of the 
New. The lesson of the needed purity 
of the external body of believers is part 
of the warp and woof of every part. of 
Scripture. Paul is very specific that 
those who are wrong in doctrine or life 
must be excluded from the external body 
of believers. This is ecclesiastical purity. 

What happened when the visible 
church, the external body of believers, 
forgot to keep pure? There are many 
examples from church history, but let 
us examine two. The first is the case 
of the early church. As we study church 
history we find that in general the early 
church kept itself pure until the time 
of Constantine. Then Constantine made 
Christianity popular and Christianity 
forgot to keep itself pure. It allowed 
itself to be mixed in increasing measure 
with wrong doctrines and wrong prac- 
tices. Then the church lost its true 
power and the Roman Catholic Church 
is the result. 

Another clear illustration of what hap- 
pens to the visible church when it does 
not keep its purity is the Church of the 
Nestorians. At one time this was a great 
body of believers stretching from India 
across the heart of China. Then they 
forgot to keep pure as a church, and to- 
day there is only a very small remnant 
in the Near East. If the Nestorian Church 
had kept pure, and therefore retained 
its power, perhaps today Asia would be 
Christian. 

Personal purity and the purity of the 
external body of believers must go hand 
in hand. There is a tendency to mini- 
mize either one while giving the proper 
emphasis to the other. Both are needed 
if there is to be a real, and lasting, 
power and enjoyment of the Lord. Is it 
easy to maintain purity of the external 
body of believers? Is it easy to exer- 
cise discipline, to put aside men who are 
living a false life or teaching false doc- 
trine, or failing in that, to step outside 
the camp to start anew? No, like per- 
sonal purity, it is not easy, the battle 
is against the flesh all the way. 
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As in the matter of purity of life, so 
in the matter of purity of the church, 
separation must look in two directions. 
It is separation from the false, but it is 
also a separation to something positive. 
It must be separation to a deep love of 
God. If these things are not based upon 
and do not lead to a deep love, then 
it is only division and not separation in 
the Biblical sense at all. Hence, our 
minds are again carried over to the other 
side of the triangle, “Love.” 


Fower - Enjoyment 








Purity 





Love 


LOVE 

Let us now consider the other side of 
the triangle, the side of love. Let us 
think especially at this moment upon 
what Christ said concerning our love for 
men. We are to love others as we love 
ourselves. This love for men falls into 
two categories. First, toward other 
Christians — we are to love these as our 
brothers in Christ. But second, let us 
not forget that while we are brothers 
only to those who have accepted Christ 
as their Saviour, yet Christ’s command 
is that we should love all men as our 
neighbors. We are to obey the lesson of 
the Good Samaritan. We must not mini- 
mize this love we are commanded to 
have to all men as our neighbors, simply 
because there is a clear distinction in 
the Bible between our love to all men, 
as neighbors, and our love to our 
brothers in Christ, 

There is a certain gentleness about 
really great Christians. There are many 
ways to observe this, but perhaps one 
of the best is to notice the tenderness 
for children in some of the great war- 
riors of the past. Consider Luther of 
the sixteenth century. He could write 
the moving strains of “A Mighty For- 
tress Is Our God,” but the same Luther 
could write the gentle “Cradle Hymn.” 
Horatius Bonar of the nineteenth cen- 
tury was the same. How he emphasized 
the need of purity — purity of life and 
purity of doctrine! He was a warrior, 
but when we read his children’s hymns 
they melt our hearts, 

This love for men is not to be just a 
banner, not just a slogan, but it should 
show itself in practical ways in our lives. 
Our acts and our utterances in our con- 
tacts with men should show this love. 
We should show it by kindness in the 
small and large things of our daily liv- 
ing. The rule is that we should do to 
others as we desire that they should do 
to us. This should show itself in our 
dealings with those in our own organ- 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


izations, in our dealings with those of 
other organizations with which we do 
not agree, and with unbelievers as well. 
We should deal fairly with men, includ- 
ing those who are our enemies for the 
Gospel’s sake. True love results in fair 
dealing, in care that we deal with 
scrupulous honesty toward all men, both 
in the ordinary walks of life and in the 
field of Christian battle. Our walk 
should be such that even the blasphemer 
must know inwardly that we have dealt 
fairly with him. Rightness and love 
must go hand in hand or there is no 
real power. Showing a man to be wrong 
is only the first step; the final aim must 
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be to lead him to full obedience to 
Christ. In dealing with the unbeliever 
our final desire for him must be his 
salvation, no matter how hopeless that 
seems. No man is beyond the infinite 
grace of God. 

Those who struggle for purity of self 
and church easily tend to miss this side 
of the triangle. Purity of self and pur- 
ity of the church are not ends in them- 
selves. It will not even do to pursue 
these merely as a loyalty to principle. 
Purity of self and the purity of the 
church are only worth while when they 
are based upon love and lead to love. 


(To be continued) 


Where the Isaiah Manuscript Was Found 


A visit to the cave where a goatherd found the two-thousand-year-old manuscript 


AST April, Mrs. Free and I left Jeru- 
salem and went, by. car, down 
through the Judean wilderness on the 
winding Jericho road. When one says 
that he went down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, he uses the word “down” in a 
most literal sense, for Jerusalem is 
twenty-five hundred feet above sea level, 
while Jericho is about eight hundred 
feet below sea level, and if one con- 
tinues on to the Dead Sea, he descends 
approximately another five hundred 
feet, for the shores of the Dead Sea are 
some thirteen hundred feet below ‘sea 
level.1 
As we wound eastward through the 
tawny, barren hills of the Judean wil- 
derness, where Christ was tempted by 
Satan (Matt. 4:1ff.), we passed the ruins 
still pointed out as the site of the Good 
Samaritan Inn of New Testament times. 
Farther on, at a point between twenty- 
six and twenty-seven kilometers from 
Jerusalem (about sixteen miles), we 
passed the sign “Sea Level.” On our 
trips to the Bible Lands before the war, 
the sign at this point was written in 
three languages — English, Hebrew, and 
Arabic. But now, with this land divided 
into Jewish (or Israeli) and Arab Pales- 
tine, one finds the sea level sign in just 
two languages, English and Arabic. This 
is due to the fact that the region be- 
tween Jerusalem and the Jordan River 
is now a part of “Arab Palestine,” or 
what is now called “The Hashemite 
Kingdom of the Jordan.” 2 





The Approach to the Cave 

E CONTINUED on to the north 

end of the Dead Sea, and then 
drove for several miles along its western 
shore along’a winding desert track. In 
an airline distance, we probably covered 
only four or five miles. Finally, we 
turned west, away from the Dead Sea, 
and drove toward the clifflike, barren, 





By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. 


Professor of Archaeology, Wheaton College; 
Archaeological Editor of The Sunday School Times 


rocky hills that range along the edge 
of the Jordan and Dead Sea valleys. At 
some points, there were little washouts 
in the road, which made it necessary to 
get out of the car while our driver, 
Emile, eased it over the little wadi (dry 
stream bed) and up over the next barren 
rise, as we continued along the serpen- 
tine path. Finally the “road” faded into 
nothingness, and we left the car and 
walked for about ten minutes toward 
the precipitous rocky hillside, stopping 
from time to time to take pictures of 
the clifflike face of the rock, in which 
we could discern several cave openings. 
After reaching the base of the very steep 
hill, we climbed, almost straight up, it 
seemed at times, for several more min- 
utes, and finally reached the mouth of 
the particular cave where the famous 
Isaiah manuscript had been found in the 
summer of 1947. 





Nature of the Cave 


HE original opening of the cave was 

little more than eighteen inches across, 
just large enough for a man to crawl 
through, and here it was that the goat- 
herd had found the priceless manu- 
scripts such a short time ago. Another 
opening has been made to the cave, 
about five feet from the original open- 
ing, and this new entrance, scarcely 





‘For many years the distance of the surface 
of the Dead Sea below sea level has been 
given as 1,292 feet. However, the level of the 
Dead Sea fluctuates over the years, and at 
present it is 1,296 feet below sea level. In 
1929, when it was higher, it measured only 
1,285 feet below sea level. 

2 Transjordan, the former name for the area 
east of the Jordan, was ruled over for many 
years by the Emir Abdullah. He became 
King Abdullah a few years ago, and during 
the Jewish-Arab troubles of 1948, part of Pal- 
estine, principally that just west of the Jordan 
River, was made a part of his kingdom. His 
realm is now called “The Hashemite King- 
dom of the Jordan.” 
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Lesson for July | 


three feet high, permits one to enter with 
less difficulty than one would have in 
negotiating the small opening. 

After crouching down and inching our 
way into the cave, we found that it was 
about twenty feet long, and, in the mid- 
dle, it bulged up more than twice the 
height of a man’s head. At the far end 
there was a large crack-that ran another 
twenty or more feet upward at nearly 
a forty-five degree angle. 

There was loose chipped rock on the 
floor of the cave, but it yielded us no 
pottery or manuscript fragments, since 
it has been thoroughly searched during 
the last two years. We were assured 
by our friends at the American School 
of Oriental Research in Jerusalem that 
any remaining fragments of pottery have 
been picked up during this year by the 
students from the American School. 


The Significance of the Discovery 
S WE stood there in the cave, our 
minds went back to the discovery 
and also the significance of the Isaiah 
manuscript. In 1947, an Arab goatherd, 
tending his herd down in the Dead Sea 
region, discovered the cave and, within 
it, several scrolls which included the 
ancient Isaiah manuscript. He divided 
the scrolls with his companion, and later 
brought his share of the manuscripts 
to Bethlehem and then to Jerusalem. 
Several were acquired by the Syrian 
Orthodox Convent in Jerusalem, but, 
being written in ancient Hebrew, they 
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were not particularly intelligible to the 
fathers of the Syrian Convent. Finally, 
Father Sowmy telephoned to the Amer- 
ican School of Oriental Research in 
Jerusalem for information on the scrolls, 
and later brought them to the school. 
One of the fellows at the school, Dr. 
John Trever, examined and _  photo- 
graphed one manuscript, which on fur- 
ther examination proved to be the an- 
cient Isaiah scroll. 

The Isaiah manuscript has _ been 
studied by W. F. Albright of the Johns 
Hopkins University, by Millar Burrows 
of Yale, by the palaeographer Solcmon 
Birnbaum, and by many other scholars, 
who have quite generally been convinced 
that it dates back to about 100 B.C. 
Until this discovery, our oldest Hebrew 
manuscripts of Isaiah dated* back to 
about A.D. 900, which means that that 
recently discovered manuscript is a thou- 
sand years older than those on which 
our English translations are based.% 

Further studies have shown that there 
are no significant variations between the 
ancient Isaiah manuscript and the later 
copies that we have had for many years.4 
This fact demonstrates the care with 
which the ancient Biblical manuscripts 
were copied, and also assures us that the 
text we have in our English Bible is 
based on texts that have been faithfully 
transmitted down through the ages. 

®* For a summary on the Isaiah manuscript, 
see J. P. Free, “‘Archaeology and Bible His- 
tory,”” Van Kampen Press, 1950, pp. 205-207. 

‘ Ibid., pp. 206, 207. 


Entertaining Angels Unawares 


How to make welcome visitors to your Sunday school and church 


AUL, in writing to his friends, told 

them, “Be not forgetful to entertain 
strangers: for thereby some have enter- 
tained angels unawares” (Heb. 13:2). 

All too often, in our religious activ- 
ities, a leader will suggest that every- 
one get behind this or that proposition, 
with the result that what is every one’s 
business becomes no one’s business. 
Therefore, specifically to care for and 
interest visitors, the first recommenda- 
tion is that the superintendent of the 
Sunday school select a welcome com- 
mittee, “Greeters,” they might be called, 
consisting of five or more of the alert, 
most informed men and women, both 
old and young, who should be fully in- 
structed about all the departments of 
the church, Sunday school, and every 
other organization identified with the 
church’s activities. 

The mistake should not.be made of 
just “appointing” on this welcome com- 
mittee any who cannot be used else- 
where. As already mentioned, they 
should be “selected,” and from the best 
available, for they really will make or 
mar the impression of the church and 





By WILLIAM A. BOYD 


Sunday school on the minds of your vis- 
itors from Sunday to Sunday. 

A devoted worker brought her visiting 
brother to the men’s class on Sunday 
morning. Both were disappointed that 
not one man in the class extended a 
welcome hand or a word of greeting to 
the visitor. If there is one place in all 
the world where this lack of courtesy 
should not occur, it is in the Lord’s 
house. 

Various reasons account for having 
visitors. Guests in the home usually 
come to church and Sunday school if 
cordially invited by the host or hostess. 
Vacation time, special days, and unusual 
services can always be depended upon 
to bring visitors. However, the welcome 
committee should be present and on the 
alert every Sunday, before the begin- 
ning of the service, so as to extend a 
cordial welcome. After the opening ex- 
ercises, the superintendent should ask 
all visitors to stand so that none may be 
overlooked. 

The “Greeters” should see that visitors 
are introduced to the pastor, the super- 
intendent, and also the teacher of the 


* when they visit elsewhere. 





(5) 
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class the visitor is attending. The 
teacher, in turn, should not neglect to 
introduce the visitor to the members of 
the class, and the welcome will be much 
more impressive if the members of the 
class shake hands with the visitor and 
express a word of welcome. A plan, 
sometimes followed in older classes, is 
to have the visitor introduced by his or 
her host if the visitor came with one. 

Where the Sunday school uses the In- 
ternational Uniform Lessons, it is a cour- 
tesy to have copies of a lesson leaf to 
hand to visitors, which also saves the 
expense of purchasing additional quar- 
terlies. If a church calendar or bulletin 
is published, one should also be handed 
to every visitor, and attention called to 
any special announcements. If a nursery 
for young children is provided, that fea- 
ture should always appear on the cal- 
endar as it is an inducement for families 
to attend that have children of nursery 
age. 

Be sure to have visitors sign the 
church Guest Book if one is used, other- 
wise a Sunday school Visitor’s Book 
should be used for every visitor. There 
should be a place for the address, for 
this information is valuable in following 
up the visit, in mailing, and in calling if 
the visitor is to remain in the locality for 
a time. 

Both the church bulletin and the local 
newspaper should regularly carry a wel- 
come to visitors. If the church build- 
ing is new, or newly equipped, or if it 
is old and with historic interest, a mem- 
ber of the welcome committee should 
offer to make a tour of buildings and 
grounds after every church service, 
showing all points of interest to visitors. 
A leaflet, explaining the tour, might also 
be handed out. Many churches have 
found that this method of interesting 
visitors is greatly appreciated. 

A souvenir guest or visitor’s card may 
also be given to visitors indicating the 
date they attended. This serves often- 
times as credit for attendance at the 
home Sunday school. In this connection, 
every Sunday school should have a visit- 
ing card to give to its members to use 
This form 
should be signed by the superintendent 
or teacher of the Sunday school visited, 
and entitles the member to the same 
credit as if he had attended the home 
Sunday school. 

Visitors are always attracted to the 
church that is alert enough to have a 
supply of the church calendar on the 
desk in near-by hotels and boarding 
houses, and, if possible, have one placed 
in each guest’s mailbox before meal- 
time on Saturday night. The invitation 
to guests inserted in the calendar or bul- 
letin is often effectively printed in red 
ink on the first page. 

Additional interest on the part of all 
members of the Sunday schoo] is created 
if the report of attendance and offering 


(Continued on page 549) 
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International Uniform Lesson 








June 16, 195] 


LESSON 1. JULY 1. THE WORTH OF THE INDIVIDUAL 
Genesis 1:26, 27; Matthew 8:1-4; 12:9-13; 18:1-6, 12-14; 1 Peter 1:17-19; printed text, Matthew 8:1-4; 18: 1-6, 12-14 


Golden Text.—For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honour.—Psa. 8:5 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 8:1 When he was come down from the mountain, great 


multitudes followed him. 


2 And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped him, saying, 
Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. 

3 And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, I will; 
And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 

4 And Jesus saith unto him, See thou tell no man; but go thy 
way, shew thyself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses 


be thou clean. 


commanded, for a testimony unto them. 


Chap. 18:1 At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, 
saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? 
2 And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the 


midst of them, 


3 And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of ~* 


heaven. 


The Lesson as.a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

OW much are you worth? If you 
H were to be reduced to the con- 

stituent elements of which your 
body is composed, you would be worth 
a few cents, or perhaps a few dollars at 
inflated prices, to the chemist. Yet 
linked with some special skill, one part 
of a person’s body may be evaluated at 
vast sums—as, for instance, the hands 
of Paderewski when he was alive. So 
right away we see that there is no con- 
stant criterion of value in this world. 

The question, How much are you 
worth? may refer to your economic value 
to your employer, or it may refer to 
your financial status at the bank. But 
there are values which cannot be stated 
in terms of money. How much were 
George Washington and Abraham Lin- 
coln worth to our nation? What value 
would you put upon Florence Nightin- 
gale and David Livingstone? Or in a 
more intimate sphere, what is a baby 
worth to his mother? Here we have 
no standards of value in which to state 
the worth of individuals. What creates 
our problem in values? It is that subtle, 
intangible, indefinable thing that we call 
the human personality. 

Nowhere is the human _ personality 
more fully recognized than in the Bible. 
Only here is complete justice done to 
it, in its noble origin, in its high des- 
tiny, in the terrible tragedy of its wreck- 
age, and in the glory of its recovery. 
And within the Bible, nowhere is the 
dignity and worth of the individual 
more recognized than in the Gospels, 
and by our Lord Himself. In an infinite 
stoop our-Lord took upen Him our hu- 
manity, yet He treated men, not with 





4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, 


the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 


5 And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name 


receiveth me. 


astray? 


went not astray. 


6 But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe 
in me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged 
about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea. 

12 How think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and one 
of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, 
and goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone 


13 And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto you, he re- 
joiceth more of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine which 


14 Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, 


that one of these little ones should perish. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 
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condescension as inferior beings, but as 
kings. Even when He spoke scathingly 
about the hypocrisy of the Pharisees, it 
was the perversion of that which was 
created noble and right that angered 
Him. There never was anything slight- 
ing in His treatment of men, even of 
little children, who were not much ac- 
counted of by the teachers of that day. 


One thing which showed Jesus’ regard 
for the human personality was the atten- 
tion He paid to the individual. With 
Him the individual was never swallowed 
up in the crowd. The touch of the 
woman afflicted with “an issue of blood” 
was noticed amid the jostling crowd. 
The cry of blind Bartimzus was heard 
above all the rabble. The eyes of Jesus 
did not fail to see Zacchzus in the syco- 
more tree when the multitudes thronged 
Him. He took sleep from His eyes to 
instruct one seeking rabbi, Nicodemus. 
The plea of one man’s sorrow drew Him 
away from the masses to raise a little 
girl from death. The prayer of a dying 
criminal was not lost in absorption in 
His own anguish on the cross. In a day 
when the individual is more and more 
being swallowed up in the system, these 
things call for very special attention. 


Verse by Verse 


Matt. 8:1.—“Great multitudes followed 
him.” See chapter 7:29 for the reason. 
The scribes had official authority as 
teachers, yet their teaching lacked the 
authority of incontestable truth which 
rang through the teaching of Jesus. This 
was new and satisfying, and the people 
clamored for more. 


Verse 2.—“There came a leper and 
worshipped him, saying, Lord, if thou 
wilt, thou canst make me clean.” Notice 
that leprosy is generally spoken of as 
cleansed rather than healed. The dis- 


ease was regarded as the epitome of 
pollution and uncleanness, for which rea- 
son it is regarded as a type of sin. What 
brought this leper to Jesus? Had he 
lingered around the outskirts of the 
crowd and heard His words of moral 
purity? We say that his faith was de- 
fective, because of that “if,” but it was 
great faith, nevertheless. He felt that 
one having such authority in the moral 
realm could deal with uncleanness in 
the physical realm. 

Verse 3.—“And Jesus . . . touched him, 
saying, I will .. . And immediately his 
leprosy was cleansed.” While the crowd 
drew back in horror, Jesus drew nigh, 
unafraid and unrepelled. The touch of 
divine purity and the word of divine 
authority chased the leprosy from the 
foul blood, and the outward symptoms 
disappeared as the man’s flesh was re- 
newed. That is a true picture of salva- 
tion — an inward renewal manifested in 
transformation of the life. Think, too, 
what that touch must have meant to 
this man who had not known the touch 
of a human hand upon his defiled body 
for long enough! Who would touch a 
leper? 

Verse 4—‘“See thou tell no man” — 
a common injunction of the Lord in con- 
nection with His miracles of healing, but 
compare Luke 8:39, where the work was 
purely in the realm of the spirit. Jesus 
did not wish an incomplete witness that 
would convey wrong impressions of His 
purpose and ministry. “But . . . shew 
thyself to the priest.” Jesus was “a min- 
ister of the circumcision” (Rom, 15:8), 
and honored the Mosaic ordinances (Lev. 
14:1-32). There may be situations in 
which the exhortation, “Tell no man; 
but ... shew,” applies today. Demon- 
stration is often the best witness. Com- 
pare 1 Peter 3:1, 2, 
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Chap. 18:1.—“Who is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven?” An all-too- 
common question among the disciples, 
with its erroneous idea of rank and place 
(see Mark 10:35-37). 

Verse 2.—“And Jesus called a little 
child ... in the midst.” A boy playing 
around becomes the object lesson of the 
very character of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. The rabbis pushed the children 
to the outside of life’s circle; Jesus 
placed them in the center. It has taken 
the church a’ long time to learn the les- 
son. 

Verse 3.—“Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven.” 
There is no use talking about greatness 
in the Kingdom of Heaven until we get 
in, and all our greatness, all our sophis- 
tication, has to go before we can obtain 
entrance. We must “turn” — the verb is 
active — from all the hypocrisy and self- 
ish ambition with which the years have 
crusted the soul, back to the artless sim- 
plicities of childhood, for only such char- 
acter has a place in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. But how can such a miracle 
be accomplished? Not without the divine 
activity of the new birth. Link this 
verse with John 3:3. 

Verse 4.—“Whosoever therefore shall 
humble himself .. . the same is great- 
est.” The boy at Jesus’ knee had no pre- 
tentions to greatness. To lose all sense 
of one’s importance is to rise to true 
greatness. By these standards there is 
still much room at the top. 

Verse 5.—“One such little child ... 
me.” So Christ identifies Himself with 
the smallest and most insignificant. The 
receiving here mentioned means not only 
showing kindness, but accepting the 
child into the fellowship of the church, 
as the phrase “which believe in me” in 
the next verse would indicate. We re- 
ceive the child because the name of 
Christ is upon him. 

Verse 6.—“But whoso shall offend ... 
the depth of the sea.” To make a young 
believer stumble, to cause him to turn 
back from following the Lord “because 
he is too young,” or to discourage him 
with an evil example, is an enormous 
evil. The Lord does not indicate drown- 
ing as a penalty, but rather as a happy 
alternative to committing such a crime 
against a young soul. 

Verse 12.—“‘How think ye?” To East- 
ern people this picture of a shepherd 
going after a solitary sheep was per- 
fectly familiar. To an Eastern shepherd 


every sheep was an individual (John 
10:3). 
Verse 13.—“He rejoiceth.” See Luke 


15:6, 7, 9, 10, 23, 24. Do we know this 
joy of finding the lost? 

Verse 14.—“Even so it is not the will 
of your Father . . . that one of these 
little ones should perish.” The phrase, 
“the will of your Father,” is very strong, 
signifying the object of the Father's will 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
13. June 24.—The Church Under Per- 
secution. 2 Timothy 2:1-9; 1 
Peter 4:12 to 5:11; Revelation 1; 7:9-17 
Next Week’s Lesson 
2. July 8.—Living Together in the 
Family. Luke 2:51, 52; 10:38-42; 


Ephesians 5:22, 25; 6:1-4; 
2 Timothy 1:1-6; 3:14, 15 








which He has set before His face. God 
has a special concern for the little ones. 
Do we share it? 


The Heart of the Lesson 


We cannot reach the heart of this les- 
son without reference to the passages in 
Genesis and 1 Peter, which are not in- 
cluded in the printed portion. Genesis 
1:26, 27 is a sublime statement of the 
origin of man, and reveals his native 
dignity and worth. Still a creature, and 
formed of the dust, he nevertheless was 
made in the image and likeness of God. 
Physically he is related to this earth; 
spiritually he is related to God. The 
image of God in man is just that which 
infinitely separates him from the brute 
creation. The human personality is 
capable of knowing God and communing 
with God and sharing the life of God. 
What a treasure in earthen vessels! 


1 Peter 1:17-19 tells us about man’s 
redemption. That means that we were 
in a state from which we needed to be 
redeemed. God's choice creature fell. 
Turning from his childlike trust in God, 
he listened to the wisdom which is 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT is it in man that baffles all 
standards of value? 

2. How do you explain the paradox of 
man’s worth and man’s unworthiness? 

3. How has the dignity and high des- 
tiny of man been recovered? 

4. What are some of the incidents 
which reveal Christ’s care for the indi- 
vidual? 

5. What was the difference between 
the authority of the scribes and the 
authority of Jesus? 

6. Why was Jesus so careful to send 
the cleansed leper to the priests when 
He was so “careless” about keeping the 
Sabbath? (Matt, 12:9-13.) 

7. What is the characteristic of child- 
hood that obtains entrance to the King- 
dom of Heaven? 

8. What is the characteristic of child- 
hood that makes for greatness in the 
Kingdom of Heaven? 

9. What verse in our lesson assures us 
that child evangelism is in the will of 
God? 

10. How early may a child receive 
Christ? 

(Answers on page 549) 


‘words state the facts about man. 


(7) 





543 


“devilish” (Jas. 3:15), and, acting inde- 
pendently of God and in disobedience, 
he became a sinner, “alienated from the 
life of God” (Eph. 4:18). Now he could 
do nothing to retrieve his lost glory (Psa, 
49:6-9). Would God care enough to 
intervene? and would He find a ransom? 
Yes, He cared, and our passage in Peter 
is the answer. See from this passage 
that the human soul is worth more than 
all silver and gold, for it required a 
bigger ransom to save him. “The pre- 
cious blood of Christ” is the ransom, and 
that is the measure of God’s love and 
care for you and me, 

Now we see our Lord’s own commen- 
tary on the worth of man. First He 
reveals His care for man in His degra- 
dation and pollution, as represented by 
the leper. The foulest, whether in body 
or in soul, is precious to Him, and the 
cry to be made clean will meet with in- 
stant response—the touch of compas- 
sion and the word of power. Again He 
shows His concern for man in his im- 
potence, represented by the man with 
the withered hand (Matt. 12:9-13). He 
will not stand idly by and see man rob- 
bed of his powers to live fully, nobly, 
effectively. A man is better than a sheep, 
and more than religious prohibitions. 
Next, Jesus declares the worth of man 
at his weakest, in the person of a little 
child. Paradoxically, man at his weakest 
is man at his best, for only when strip- 
ped of his own strength will a man yield 
to the remaking and remolding of the 
Spirit of God. See, too, how the value 
of man. is in the individual, not in the 
mass. One child, one wanderer — these 
are the concerns of Jesus. Do we have 
the same standards of value as our Lord? 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The dignity of the human soul (Gen. 
1:26, 27) 

2. Christ’s concern for the human soul: 
(1) in its defilement (Matt, 8: 1-4) 
(2) in its impotence (chap. 12:9-13) 
(3) in the child (chap. 18: 1-14) 

3. The redemption of the human soul (1 
Pet, 1:17-19) 


Topics for Development 
Worth and Unworthiness, These two 
If man 
had come up from: a bestial ancestry, 
great worthiness could be ascribed to 
him for such a noble struggle and at- 
tainment. But instead he has fallen from 
a state of very high dignity, has betrayed 
his own true nature, and become a pol- 
luted, impotent, helpless sinner, inca- 
pable of self-recovery. He is an urtworthy 
creature, Yet his worth remains because 
he is recoverable by the grace and power 
of God. The lost image can be restored 
“through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus.” We ought to look on the moral 


leper as one who, touched by the hand 
of Christ, will bear the image of the 
Son of God; on the little child as one 
whom Jesus came to save, and as the 
pattern of admissibility to the Kingdom 
of God. 
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Jesus and the Children, For those 
who are so fortunate as to have a set 
of “The Westminster Pulpit,” I would 
advise the reading of the following ser- 
mons: III 16, V 38, XI 15. I know no one 
who so keenly analyzes our Lord’s teach- 
ing about children as Dr. G. Campbell 
Morgan. Notice the following facts: 
Jesus encourages the bringing of children 
to Him, and receives them (Matt. 19: 13- 
15); He warns against causing children 
to stumble when they desire to follow 
Him (chap. 18:6); He indicates that 
childlikeness is the character of His 
Kingdom (vs. 3, 4). Even men recognize 
that the further we grow from childhood, 
the further we move away from God. 
Take this from Thomas Hood: 
I remember, I remember, 
The fir-trees dark and high; 

I used to think their slender tops 
Were close against the sky: 

It was a childish ignorance, 
But now ‘tis little joy 

To know I’m farther off from Heaven 
Than when I was a boy. 

Or this from Wordsworth: 

Heaven lies about us in our infancy ! 

Shades of the prison-house begin to close 
Upon the growing boy, 
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But he beholds the light, and whence it 
flows, 
He sees it in his joy; 
The youth, who daily farther from the east 
Must travel, still is Nature’s priest, 
And by the vision splendid 
Is on his way attended; 

At length the man perceives it die away, 
And fade into the light of common day. 
But there is a way back. David says, 
“Thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s,” 
and our Lord tells us how we can come 
back to childhood, and into the Kingdom 

of God— “Ye must be born again.” 


Personal Applications 

Is the lost image appearing again in 
you? (See 2 Cor. 3:18.) 

Is the cleansing out of the leprosy of 
your sin apparent to all? (See Matt. 8:4.) 

“Stoop, stoop! It is a low, low door 
by which we enter into the kingdom of 
heaven” (Samuel Rutherford; see Matt. 
18:3). 

He is most humble who is least con- 
scious of it, 

Next time a little child needs your 
help, see Christ looking out of his eyes. 

Have you gone out with Jesus after the 
lost one? 


PURCHASED ar Great Cost! 


“for God so loved the world, that 
HE GAVE HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN ‘SON CJOHN 3:16.) 


— ae 
ZZ 


hoso shall offend one of these little 

ones which believe in me, it were better 
for him that A MILLSTONE WERE HANGED 
= HIS NECK, and that HE * 


\ WERE DROWNED IN THE 
2e-A\ DEPTH OF THE SEA” 


2, (MATT.I8:6.) 





The Rev. J. Emerson Russell, staff cartoonist for The Sunday School Times, and Baptist 
minister and Bible expositor, is now available for Bible conferences in evangelical 
churches. 





He may be addressed at 945 Burton Ave., Cincinnati 29. 
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Do not let the forest blind you to the 
trees; do not let the lure of crowds hide 
the one needy soul. 


Golden Text 


Psalm 8:5.—“., . . a little lower than the 
angels ... crowned ... with glory and 
honour.” Read this in connection with 
Hebrews 2:6-9. Our destiny has been 
fulfilled in Christ, that by our union 
with Him we, too, might regain the lost 
crown. Many read “a little lower” as 
“for a little while lower.” 

WHEATON, ILL, 
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From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsTtep HyMNS 
“Come, Let Us Sing of a Wonderful Love” 
“I Think When I Read That Sweet Story” 
“Rescue the Perishing” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Father, we thank Thee for Thy loving- 
kindnesses that fill our days so far be- 
yond our deserving. Let love like Thine 
dwell in us. Forgive us that we have 
been heartless and indifferent to others’ 
needs. Show us the worth of every soul 
to Thee, and move us to do all we can 
to point the lost and straying, the sad 
and needy to Thee. For these days of 
strain and peril give our leaders insight 
to see and strength to do Thy will al- 
ways. Bring men everywhere to ac- 
knowledge Thee in all their ways. Bless 
little children with good care and Chris- 
tian training, and help all parents and 
teachers to meet their responsibilities 
wisely and well. Restore peace to a 
troubled world. Support the tried and 
the suffering, and may Thy dear Son 
soon return to reign. Open Thy Word 
to us now and help us to be doers as 
well as hearers of it, for our Saviour’s 
sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Today we have seen 
the love of our Lord for the hopeless 
and the helpless—the incurable leper 
and the little child. Lepers may not 
live with other people, dare not even 
touch them, lest they should pass on the 
dread disease. But this leper asked help 
from Christ; found.the Lord did not 
shrink from touching a leper: and, at 
Christ’s touch, he was a leper no longer, 
but fully whole. I read lately of some 
soldiers in one unhappy land being told 
to shoot a group of lepers as being use- 
less, hopeless, and a danger to others. 
That is not the Christian way. Chris- 
tians support hospitals for lepers to treat 
their disease and to give them the Gos- 
pel. 

It is from the Lord Jesus we have 
learned to be kind to hopeless and needy 
folk like lepers. From Him, too, we have 
learned to care for helpless little ones. 
There were no orphan homes or children’s 
hospitals before Christ came. It is He 
who has shown us how much God cares 
for a wretched leper or a helpless baby. 
Many years ago a sick man lay in a hos- 
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pital for very poor people. Though he 
was poor, he was learned and could 
understand the doctors as they talked in 
Latin about him. One said, “Let us try 
an experiment on this worthless crea- 
ture,” and the sick man surprised them 
by replying in Latin, “Will you call one 
worthless for whom Christ did not dis- 
dain to die?” Yes, the worth of people 
to God, poor people, sick people, help- 





GOD FEELS 


and HeteLESS ONES 


—DO WE? 











less children, all sorts of people, must 
be great since God so loved the world 
of all sorts and conditions of men as to 
give His Son to die for them. Never 
look down on anyone, no matter who or 
what he is. Christ died for the poorest, 
the worst, and the least. Ask Him to 
help you love all sorts of folk as He 
loves them. 
Vancouver, B. C., CAN, 


we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M, Olson 


“, «. great mi And, be- 
hold, (Matt. 8: 
1, 2)}.—What a striking contrast — “great 
leper”! And the 
leper who called 
y here we see the 
al! The multitudes 


ltitudes. 


there came a leper . 


multitudes” and 
Lord 
up ym 


turned to the 


Him 








worth of the indivi 
must wait wh the Lord deals with a 
lone and consciously needy person, 

In this day when Fascism, Commu- 
nism, and other “isms” exalt the State 





and belittle the individual, it is good 
for us to reconsider the worth of the in- 
dividual. The world today is divided 
between those who hold for totalitarian- 
is and those contend for indi- 
vidualism, 

The Lord Jesus Christ is being criti- 
cized even by who style them- 
selves “liberals,” because He did not 
emphasize primarily the “social con- 
sciousness.” They do not appreciate the 
implication in the Lord’s question, “What 
shall it man, if he shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul?” 
Since man is born alone and dies alone, 
his responsibility before God is neces- 
sarily exclusive and personal. 

Leprosy is a vivid type of sin in its 
beginning, development, and climax. As 
the Lord alone could, and did cleanse the 
leper, so He alone can, and does cleanse 
the sinner who looks to Him by faith. 

The Lord does not see fit to cleanse 
all lepers whom He saves; but He does 
become their portion in such a remark- 
able way that they can gladly say, “Thy 
will be done!” Consider the following 
remarkable letter from a leper: 

“You ask how I am. I have lost my 
eyesight now. I have no feet or ankles; 


who 






those 


profit a 
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no arms; but my heart is far from dead 
I still feel and long and sympathize. I 
still yearn for the extension of Christ's 
Kingdom on earth as much as I ever did. 
I cannot read or write, but the kind per- 
sons in charge of the hospital come and 
read to me and write for me, as I can 
find means to dictate to them. I have 
everything I need, and could not be 
more comfortable were I in my own 
home. While I live I expect to pre- 
pare others for India. And though 
I am slowly dying, I must keep on doing 
something to help on the Redeemer’s 
Kingdom when I have passed beyond. 
The more sorrow I have had to bear, the 
easier it has become, and now I am re- 
joicing in my Saviour every hour. I 
know the time cannot be long before I 
shall be with Him, but while I am in 
the body I cannot keep still! I must 
testify; I must tell of His great love for 
me, and I have written a paper to be 
read at the Missionary Conference in 
India, on ‘Filling Full Our Place in 
Life.’” 


“And Jesus called a little child unto 
him” (Matt. 18:2).—We have here an- 
other example of the worth of an indi- 


vidual. When the disciples came to our 
Lord with the question, “Who is the 


greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” it 
was not beneath the dignity of the Lord 
to call a little child to Him and use hin 
to illustrate His answer. With what 
pleasure the child would respond to the 
Saviour’s call! 

“Whether absolutely true in detail or 
not, there is much truth in general in 
the oft-told story of the stern-visaged 
minister who was preaching a sermon on 
‘The Tears of Jesus.’ He is said to have 
exclaimed, “Three times we that 
Jesus wept, but we never read that He 
smiled.’ A little girl below the pulpit 
cried out, forgetful of where she was, 
‘Oh, but I know He did!’ Shocked at 
the interruption, the minister asked, 
‘Why do you say that. my child?’ Now 
the thoroughly frightened child, as she 
realized all eyes were upon her, replied: 
‘Because the Bible says He called a little 
child and he came to Him. And if Jesus 
had looked like you, I know the child 
would have been afraid to come.’ She 
did not intend to be rude. It was a 
child's frankness, but it told a wonderful 
truth. Children were never afraid of 
Jesus, and He was always ready to bless 
and acknowledge them” (Dr. H, A. Iron- 
side). 


read 


“Leave the ninety and nine, and goeth 


into the mountains, and seeketh that 
which is gone astray.” What could be 
more forceful than this verse to show 


the worth of the individual? Ninety- 
nine are left, while the shepherd goes 
into the mountains seeking the one lost 
sheep! 

“The ninety and nine in this case seem 
but brought in to emphasize how the 
one lost has concentrated upon him in 
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the meantime all the solicitude, and 
when found, the tenderness of the shep- 
herd, as if there were not another. Yet 
this over-abounding joy does not, in fact, 
disparage the interest in them, .. . Let 
any of these become the lost, they, too, 
would arouse the same anxiety and ten- 
derness” (Numerical Bible). 

Sometime ago I read of a miner wan- 
dering through a vast and dangerous 
mine — when suddenly his lamp was ex- 
tinguished by an ur of water 
from the roof. He wandered about in 
search of an exit from his dreadful, dark 
prison, but wandered in vain for hours 
At last, utterly exhausted and utterly 
hopeless, he lay down to die. He felt 
and confessed himself a dead man. 
Shortly after he did so, to his wavering 
and flickering eyesight, there appeared a 
light at a gr distance. It 
come nearer and nearer, and then as it 
approached, he saw the light shining on 
the face of a rescuer, who was in anxious 


search for him 


y tr y 
iseen Stream 





seemed to 









I was lost, but Jesus found me 
Found the sheep that went astray, 
Threw His lovir arms around me, 

Drew me back into His way. 


Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


S**: fellows, mass movements, large 
armies, great crowds and huge as- 
Se 7 


in tne exciting news 











mblies are 
of the day. As this is being written the 
Communi are launching their 
April drive against the UN forces in 
Korea, and it is reported that they have 
assembled altogether some 700,000 troops 


—" 
great 





in the effort to literally smother the 

ich smaller armies of the United 
Nations, regardless of how many of their 
ow? 1er s in the action 





strength by 





numbers, a irious organizations from 

all over the nation go down to Washing- 
; ro le » | + ~ . . 

tor o infil legislation, counting 





ir numbers to win for their 
This is an age of build-up and 


exaggeration by numbers 





upon 


cause 


Now here comes this cheering lesson 
entitled “The Worth of the Individual,” 
and right from the great heart of One 
who knows you, personally — loves you, 
and who, if you trust Him, will make 


your individual life a happy success. 


It is characteristic of the earthly minis- 
try of the Lord Jesus Christ that all of 
His miraculous healing work was upon 
individuals. Here comes a leper to Him 
seeking a cure. Leprosy was a humanly 
incurable disease, but the poor fellow 
ried, “Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst 
make me clean.” And Jesus promptly 
touched him and healed him. Leprosy 
is, in the Bible, a type of sin. Sin is 
humanly incurable, and “the wages of 
sin is death,” but Jesus can and will 
cure, for “the gift of God is eternal life 
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through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 
6:23). 

Just after the healing of the leper, 
Jesus entered Capernaum, and was met 
by a Roman centurion, asking Him to 
heal his servant who was “sick of the 
palsy, grievously tormented.” He asked 
the Lord not to trouble to come to the 
house, but to “speak the word only, and 
my servant shall be healed.” Jesus did 
speak the word, and the record is that 
“his servant was healed in the selfsame 
hour” (Matt. 8:5-13). 


Talk about radar and every modern , 


achievement of remote control! There 
was‘distance action for you! And if you 
are concerned for some individual away 
off yonder, out of your reach, for the 
present at least, Jesus is right at hand 
to do for that person more than you 
can ask or think —that is, if you have 
the faith of the centurion, and ask. 


Again, when the disciples wanted to 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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know who would be greatest in the 
Kingdom of Heaven, “Jesus called a little 
child unto him, and set him in the midst 
of them, and said .. . Except ye be con- 
verted, and become as little children, ye 
shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. Whosoever therefore shall hum- 
ble himself as this little child, the same 
is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
And whoso shall receive one such little 
child in my name receiveth' me.” Not 
only an individual here, but a very little 
individual! My! just look where Jesus 
put the emphasis! “Even so it is not 
the will of your Father which is in 
heaven, that one of these little ones 
should perish.” 

What is considered the greatest brief 
statement that ever fell from the lips 
of our Lord (John 3:16) was uttered to 
an individual, Nicodemus, who sought 
Him in the night. One of His most sub- 
lime sermons was preached to a woman 
who had come with her pitcher to where 
He sat resting by the well (John 4:6-42). 
With the exception of the Sermon on the 
Mount, practically all of the great utter- 
ances of Jesus, so far as the record goes, 
were made either to individuals (it 
would be 2 profitable study to look these 
up) or to small groups, as to His dis- 
ciples from time to time. There is no 
record of a sermon when He fed the 
five thousand, but afterward when alone 
with His disciples He explained at 
length the significance of the miracle. 
Jesus majored with individuals. 

And what is the meaning of all this 
to you and me, fellows? Why, just this, 
the Lord Jesus Christ is interested in 
you and me— individually. No matter 
what you are; whether a “rich young 
ruler,” or somebody’s servant, or a 
woman who has wantonly wasted her 
life, now coming to a well for water, or 
a poor, sin-sick leprous vagabond — or 
even a little child—Jesus is intensely 
interested, even to the point of giving 
His life — and wants to help you, wants 
to save you’! Is it not a tragic thing that 
some think it is necessary to be one of 
a great crowd to catch the attention and 
sympathy and help of our great Sav- 
iour? True, many thousands are saved 
that way, because Jesus is not limited 
by any condition except the lack of faith 
in Him, but also right now, right here, 
or in the silence and seclusion of your 
closet, He is ready to respond to your 
call with miraculous healing and saving 
power. 

Fontana Dam, N. C. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


UR lessons this quarter will be about 

Christian living. At first sight, to- 
day’s lesson, “The Worth of the Indi- 
vidual,” seems to have very little connec- 
tion with Christian living. But as we 
study these lessons we shall find that 
the worth of the individual is of vital 
significance in every phase of the Chris- 
tian life. 

How much is an individual worth? If 
you should walk down the street and 
ask the first person you met, “How much 
is Mr. Smith worth?” he might reply, 
“He must be worth several thousand 
dollars.” He would only be thinking of 
the size of Mr. Smith’s bank account. 
That is one way people estimate the 
worth of a person. 

Others measure the value of a man by 
the appearance he presents. If he is 
pleasant and nicely groomed someone 
will say, “He looks like a million.” But 
in the sight of God the value of a man 
is not measured by his appearance 

If we really want to discover the worth 


of a soul we must find out what the 
Creator says about it. God made man, 
so He is the one who can correctly esti- 
mate the - ~ of an individual. God 
values man re than anything else that 
He has made 


Turn to Genesis 1:26, 27 and find two 
reasons why this is so. (God made man 
in His own image. He made man to 
rule over the rest of His creation on this 
earth.) 

The Lord Jesus Christ is God. When 
He was here on earth a poor leper came 
to Him, saying, “Lord, if thou wilt, thou 
canst make me clean.” A leper is not an 
attractive looking specimen of human- 
ity, but Jesus did not turn away in dis- 
gust, He looked upon him with compas- 
sion as we learn from Mark 1:41. Read 
Matthew 8:1-4 and picture the scene. 

Did you girls know that Christianity 
is the only religion in the world that 
emphasizes the worth of the individual? 
Christian missionaries have gone to the 
most difficult fields and endured all sorts 
of hardship and suffering to bring the 
Gospel to the lost. Invariably they have 
found that the heathen to whom they 
went had no appreciation of the value 
of a human being. This morning I want 
to tell you a little about one missionary 
couple and the people to whom they 
went, that you may see the contrast be- 
tween Christians, who can rightly esti- 
mate the worth of an individual, and 
those who have no such appreciation 
because they know not the true God. 

Less than one hundred years ago Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry Burleigh went as mis- 
sionaries to Wollaston Island near Cape 
Horn, South America. If they had not 
had some appreciation of the value of a 
human soul they never would have gone 
to such a difficult field, and they cer- 
tainly never would have stayed after 
they did get there. The shores of Wol- 
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laston Island were bleak, rocky, and 
wild, and there was constant rain, snow, 
or sleet. A year’s record of the weather 
there showed three hundred days of 
continuous rain, twenty-five storms, and 
the other days all cloudy! Because of 
the lack of sun practically nothing grew 
there. The natives lived on shellfish, 
seals, and water birds. These natives 
were very ugly. They had huge heads 
and puny legs. Their coarse, black hair 
was never either cut or combed, but 
hung in a tangled mass about their flat, 
wide faces. They wore no clothes other 
than a sealskin or blanket over their 
shoulders, but they did wear lots of 
paint, especially on their faces. What 
made the Burleighs leave all the com- 
forts of England to preach the Gospel 
to such unattractive people in a horrible 
climate? They realized in some degree 
the value of the human soul. These poor 
natives had never heard of such a thing. 
The men married as many wives as they 
pleased. If a few died of overwork, 
what did it matter? One could always 
replace them. Orphans were entirely 
neglected, running around wild, trying 
to get food till they died. The Burleighs 
built a wigwam next to their own 
wooden hut to house them, and fifteen 
orphans moved in the very first day. 
They were so filthy they had to be 
washed again and again. There were not 
enough clothes to go around, but the 
Burleighs managed to make a good fire 
to keep them warm and gave them all 
one good meal each day. Next week 
I want to tell you more about the work 
of the Burleighs, so that you can see 
what the Gospel of Jesus Christ can do 
in the lives of people even as degraded 
as the natives of Wollaston. 

Now turn to Matthew 12:9-13. Here 
we find the Lord Jesus healing another 
man at great cost to Himself. He knew 
that if He healed this man the Phari- 
sees would want to kill Him, but He 
healed him anyway. Read the story and 
see that Jesus is reminding them that 
one sheep is worth saving, and a man is 
worth more than a sheep. Heathen peo- 
ple do not realize this and are frequently 
more careful of their animals and other 
possessions than they are of their fel- 
low men. 

Matthew 18:1-6 brings out the worth 
of even a little child. Take turns read- 
ing these verses. See what a serious 
thing it is in the sight of God to cause 
even one child to stumble! Now read 
verses 12-14. Here we find the shepherd 
hunting for one lost sheep. And then 
Jesus says, “Even so it is not the will of 
your Father which is in heaven, that 
one of these little ones should perish.” 

Are you not glad that individuals are 
precious to God? He loves every one of 
us individually. Each of us can. truth- 
fully say, “He loved me and gave Him- 
self for me.” 

Love is the foundation of the Chris- 
tian life! It is God’s love to us each in- 
dividually that brought us to Himself. 
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“We love him, because he first loved us.” 
Then, “Beloved, if God so loved us, we 
ought also to love one another.” 
Assignment: Who would like to write 
a paragraph on “Being a Christian at 
Home”? 
FERNDALE, WASH, 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Everyone Is Important (Matt. 18:1-6, 12-14). 

TTRACTIVE pictures of a small child 
or of a baby may be displayed. Or 
you may find a picture of soldiers with 
children. Also have a picture of the 
Lord Jesus and the children. “Isn't he 
cute?” “Sweet, isn’t she?” some of you 
boys and girls said of the pictures. How 
many of you have a baby or .young 
brother or sister at home? Is he always 
cute, or is she always sweet? Oh, no, 
sometimes he just yells; or she gets into 
your things and makes trouble. Then 
you think the youngster is a nuisance. 
And maybe you get horrid, too! Soldiers 
are hard and tough, and can fight and 
shoot. But did you ever hear of one 
who was mean to “kids,” even the enemy 
“kids”? Often we see pictures of GI’s 
surrounded by children, or read of an 

orphan some of them have adopted. 
The Lord Jesus has His orders for 
Junior soldiers about treating the “little 
kids,” as you call them. First, don’t 
think you are a lot better or smarter 
than they. Somehow the Lord doesn’t 
seem to care for smartness. He says: 
“If you don’t change and get to be like 
little children, you won’t get into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. And the one who 
is most humble, like a little child, is the 
greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven.” It 
is said that there is a big playground in 
Chicago where no one can go in who 
is not little enough to go through the 
“keyhole” entrance without stooping. So 
if you are Mr. or Miss Smarty, and think 
you are pretty big, you'd better change 
your ways, or you won't even get into 


the winning army of the Lord Jesus 
Christ — you’re enlisted in the Devil's 
army and don’t even know it! You'd 


better read the Lord’s words yourself 
and get it straight — Matthew 18:3, 4. 
How many of you have to baby-sit? 
Do you have to let some little child play 
with you? But suppose that baby or 
little child were the little Lord Jesus! 
Wouldn’t you be happy and proud to 
look after Him? Well, see what He said 
in verse 5! Be careful how you treat 
any little child, especially one who be- 
longs to the Lord Jesus. Would you 
like to have a big stone hung around 
your neck and be drowned like an un- 
wanted kitten? Read verse 6. That's 
your court-martial for mistreating a lit- 
tle child! Maybe you think no one will 
see what you do to him. Read verse 10. 
There’s an angel looking out for that 
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little one, and can get God’s help any 
minute, 

The Lord Jesus showed, by the story 
of the lost sheep, how much God loves 
each little one. Can you tell that story? 
Often we read in the papers of present- 
day searches for a lost child. If you 
are really in the Lord’s army yourself, 
are you ready for an assignment of duty 
— mission we might call it. Read verse 
14. There is somewhere around your 
neighborhood a small child between the 
ages of 3 and 8. The parents are not 
Christians, and the child does not go to 
Sunday school. Make friends and play 
with that child. Then tell him the story 
of the “good shepherd” looking for the 
lost lamb. You might play the story by 
cutting sheep from paper, with a pedestal 
on the back so they will stand, and make 
walls of a sheepfold with pebbles or 
sticks. Hide one of the sheep and let 
the child find it and bring it to the sheep- 
fold. Then tell the child about the Lord 
Jesus who loves him, and is looking for 
him. (The teacher may be able to sup- 
ply prints of Jesus and the children.) 

If you want to know why people, even 
little people, are important to God, here 
are two reasons: (1) He made them (Gen. 
1:26a, 27). (2) The Lord Jesus paid a big 
price for them (1 Pet. 1:18, 19). Tell of 
the boy who made a boat, which he lost. 
Finding it later in a store, he paid to 
make it his own again. He said: “Little 
boat, you’re twice mine. I made you, 
and I bought you.” Jesus said, “I have 
called you friends” (John 15:15, Memory 
Verse). 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


HOUGH the Scripture lessons given 
for this quarter are scattered through 


the Bible with no continuity, we can 
tie the lessons all together. Suppose 
you use your flannel board, and start 
out with a house, one that looks like 
a home. This picture can be used for 
every lesson this quarter. 


, For this first lesson, I like the Junior 
topic better than the Primary one, as it 
ties in better with the rest of the lessons, 
“Everyone Is Important.” 

Beside the house put the father and 
mother and children who live in it. You 
can use paper dolls or any cutouts you 
wish. I'd have at four children, 
two boys and two girls. Of course the 
parents will be Daddy and Mother. You 
can choose names for the children. I'll 
call them Stan and Bob, Helen and Jean, 
They are stair steps, twelve, ten, eight, 
and six. Of course Stan and Bob are not 
in the Primary Department — Stan is an 
Intermediate and Bob is a Junior. The 
two girls are Primaries, 

This is a Christian home where they 
read the Bible together every day, and 
they pray together. The children all 
know the story of Christ’s death on the 


least 
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cross. They all believe in Him as their 

Saviour. But still a lot of problems 
come up. 

Sometimes the boys think the little girls 
are not very important, not nearly as 
much so as they are. They think the girls 
get petted too much, and things are made 
too easy for them. Once in a while Stan 
and Bob get a real case of being sorry 
for themselves. They have to work more 
than the girls do. Daddy expects more 
of them. Then there is a family get- 
together, and Daddy and Mother talk 
things over with all of them. Because 
about this time, the little girls have their 
feelings hurt because their brothers seem 
to be more important than they are. 

Daddy and Mother explain that each 
child is loved just the same, but each 
one needs different training; one is just 
as important as another; they have no 
favorites. As the girls get older, more 
will be expected of them: Can’t the boys 
remember back a few years when they 
were just the age the girls are now, and 
they were petted just as much, and 
worked just as little? 

Maybe some of you teachers have just 
such a problem in your own home, and 
know just how annoying the situation 
can be, and serious. I have known junior 
high: boys who called their little sisters 
“spoiled brats”! And this in perfectly 
respectable homes. What is the remedy? 

Of course the first thing is prayer, and 
a study of God’s Word on the part of the 
parents, or of the Sunday school teacher 
if it comes under her supervision. Our 
Scripture for today tells how the Lord 
Jesus felt about little children, and that 
must have meant Primary and Junior 
ages. He took them: up in His arms and 
blessed them, so every little child should 
know that he or she is important in the 
sight of God. No matter how much little 
folk may be snubbed by the older chil- 
dren, they can always remember that. 

But what about the older ones? Does 
Jesus care about them? Do you remem- 
ber the rich young ruler who came to 
Jesus, and we are told that Jesus looked 
at him and loved him? Do you remem- 
ber the young man, the son of a widow 
of Nain, who was being carried out to 
his burial? Jesus stopped that funeral 
procession, and raised the young man 
from the dead, and gave hin’ back to 
his mother. Those were both young men, 
perhaps college age, or maybe high 
school. Jesus loved them, and consid- 
ered them important. 

One of the loveliest stories in all the 
Bible is of a girl about twelve years old, 
junior high age, who was dying in the 
home where she was greatly loved, and 
her father went to get Jesus, but the 
girl died before the Lord reached the 
home. He raised her from the dead. 
Was she important? Surely, when the 


Lord of glory took time to raise her from 
death to life. 

No matter how young or how old any 
person may be, that one is important to 
God. Christ died to save each one, every 
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person who lives. We cannot say God 
loved one more than another. So if 
you are the shyest, most timid little Pri- 
mary child, the Lord Jesus loves you; 
or if you are a very independent, for- 
ward child, He loves you. And so every 
little child should love the Lord Jesus. 
You: know, “We love him, because he 
first loved us.” Christ never told His 
disciples that the little children should 
be like them, but He did tell them, “Ex- 
cept ye be converted, and become as 
little children, ye shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven.” 
FELTON, CALIF. 


we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for 1951 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is givén to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


What Is- Man?—For thou hast made 
him a little lower than the angels, and 
hast crowned him with glory and honour 
(Psa. 8:5, Golden Text). 


What is man? 
“Bones !"" says a doctor; 
“A tissue of flesh and a gall; 
Heart, liver, and brains; 
A few limbs and muscles — 
That is all !” 


What is man? 
“Brains !"’ says a teacher; 
“Some thought-cells directed by nerves; 
Some feelings and fears; 
A few doubts and delusions; 
Regrets and reserves !” 


What is man? 
“Soul !” says the preacher; 
“A spirit that knows no decay; 
A spark of God-life; 
An embodied soul-spirit — 
Not mere clay !” 


What is man? 
“My image !"" says God. 
“A soul that may yet mount a throne, 
Or will its own death; 
Having choice of these two: 
Night or Home.” 


—From The Sunday School Times. 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 
illustration. 


Sent 
Prize 


God Does Not Need Anything.—Thou 
canst (Matt. 8:2). In looking to God 
for deliverance of any kind, we are 
prone to try to discover what material 
He has on hand to work on in coming 
to our relief. It is so human to look and 
crave for something in sight that will 
help the Lord out. He does not need 
anything to begin on. “In the beginning 
God created the heaven and the earth.” 
What did He make them out of? Noth- 
ing. Remember, not a scrap of anything 
was used to make it. “He... hangeth 
the earth upon nothing.” It hangs all 
right, doesn’t it? Very well, then, a 
God who can make an earth, a sun, a 
moon, and stars out of nothing can sup- 
ply all your needs, whether He has any- 
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thing to begin to work with or not. 
Wonderful, isn’t it? Trust Him, and He 
will see you through, though He has to 
make ycur supplies out of nothing. — 
From a tract. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Looking After the Lambs.—And Jesus 
called a little child unto him (Matt. 18: 
2). A bishop spending a day at a Devon- 
shire farm noticed the splendid condi- 
tion of a fine flock of sheep. He said to 
the shepherd, “You have a very fine flock 
of sheep. Will you tell me your secret?” 
“Well, sir,” replied the old man, “there 
beant much of a secret ‘cept that I allus 
look well arter the lambs.”—From the 
Baptist Times. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


If We Want the Best.—Whosoever 
therefore shall humble himself .. . is 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 
18:4). I used to think that God’s gifts 
were on Shelves one above the other; 
and that the taller we grew in Christian 
character the easier we could reach 
them. I now find that God’s gifts are 
on shelves one beneath the other: and 
that it is not a question of growing taller 
but of stooping lower; and that we have 
to go down, always down, to get His best 
gifts—From F. B. Meyer, in the Alliance 
Weekly. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans.: and Josephine A. Kinzly, 
North Tonawanda, N. Y. 


Before They Harden.—And who shall 
receive one such little child in my name 
receiveth me (Matt. 18:5). 

They pass so quickly, the days of youth, 

And the children change so fast, 
And quickly they harden in the mould, 
And the plastic years are past. 
Then shape their lives while they are young. 
This be our prayer, our aim, 
That every child that we meet shall bear 
The imprint of His name! 
—From Martha Snell Nicholson. Sent 
by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


It Is the Shepherd Who Seeks.—How 
think ye? if a man have an hundred 
sheep, and one of them be gone astray, 
doth he not leave the ninety and nine, 
and goeth into the mountains, and seek- 
eth that which is gone astray? (Matt. 18: 
12.) The shepherd does not say, “I will 
let him find his own way back.” No! 
He takes the place of the seeker; he 
goes into the mountain and hunts until 
he finds the lost one, and then he lays 
it on his shoulder and brings it home. 
Is it the sheep that finds the shepherd? 
No, it is the shepherd that finds and 
brings back the sheep. He rejoiced to 
find it. Undoubtedly, the sheep was very 
glad to get back to the fold, but it was 
the shepherd who rejoiced, and who 
called his friends and said, “Rejoice with 
me !”"—From D. L. Moody, in the King’s 
Business. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. 


Did She Wait?—And if so be that he 
find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth 
(Matt. 18:13). There was a boy a great 
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Lesson for July | 


many years ago, stolen in London, the 
same as Charley Ross was stolen here. 
Months and years passed away, and the 
mother prayed incessantly. Every effort 
to find the child failed, and they had 
given up all hope, except that the mother 
did not quite give hers up. One day a 
little lad was sent up into the adjoining 
house to sweep the chimney, and by 
some mistake he came down again 
through the wrong chimney. When he 
came down, and stepped into the sitting 
room, his memory began at once to 
travel back through the years that had 
passed. The scenes of the early days of 
his childhood were dawning upon him, 
and as he stood there surveying the 
place, his mother came into the room. 
Did she wait until she had sent him to 
be washed before she rushed and took 
him into her arms? No, indeed; this 
was her own boy. She took him into 
her arms all black with smoke, and hug- 
ged him to her bosom and shed tears of 
joy upon his head.—From D. L. Moody. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


7 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 543) 


1. Some call it personality; some call 
it the soul. The latter is the more Bib- 
lical term. 

2. He is “worth” because of what God 
put in him at creation and because of 
what God can make of him in redemp- 
tion; he is unworthy because of his be- 
trayal of his high origin and his stoop to 
sin. 

3. In the person of Christ. 
brews 2:6-9. 

4. The night session with Nicodemus, 
the healing of the woman with an issue 
of blood, the case of blind Bartimzus, 
the conversion of Zacchzus, the salva- 
tion of the dying thief, and the like. 


See He- 


5. The scribes carried the authority of 
official appointment; Jesus wielded the 
authority of absolute truth. 

6. As a “minister of the circumcision” 
He honored the Mosaic ordinances, given 
by God, but He scorned the traditions 
which a false legalism had imposed on 
the people (Matt, 15:2-6). 

7. Our Lord must be referring par- 
ticularly to the unquestioning faith of 
childhood, since faith is the supreme con- 
dition of salvation. 

8. Humility. 

9. Matthew 18:14, 

10. As early as he has a desire to do 
so. I have led some to Christ as young 
as five, and have known some who came 
still younger. 

WHEATON, ILL, 

we 


When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in THE SunpAy ScHOOL 
TIMES. 
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Entertaining Angels Unawares 
(Continued from page 541) 


shows also the number of visitors pres- 
ent. Where the young people of the 
church have a light Sunday night sup- 
per or refreshments, many churches in- 
vite visitors to attend as guests of the 
group. 

All forms of guest books, cards, leaf- 
lets, and records for visitors, if found 
too expensive to procure locally, can be 
had at most denominational publishing 
houses, or information can be had as to 
where to find them. 


CuHar.estTon, S. C. 
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IN THE NEWS! 
Pocket-size, quick digest 
form, treasury of pre-millennial, prophetic 
truth in relation to significant world events. 
Vital spiritual food. Edited by Drs. Keith 
L. Brooks and V. C. Oltrogge, board of 
special consultants, representatives in many 
lands. $1 bill for 10 mo. trial. CYear in 
U.S. $1.20; foreign $1.35.) 
Ask information about the League's world-wide 
free distribution of vital Bible study material. 
AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC. 
Box BB, Eagle Rock, Los Angeles 41, Calif. 


















plus picture cover and illustrated envelope. 


OLD TESTAMENT 


2 STORIES 2 STORIES 


Five Sets: Poul, lord's 
Proyer, Good Somariton, 
Christmas Story, Resurrec- 


Six Sets: Long Loved Favor- 
ites — Noch, Joseph, Shep- 
herd Psalm, Moses, Daniel, 
Somvel. Eoch title, 154; 
complete series, 9Oc. 


Write for Free Catalog 


Coloring Bible stories and songs puts meaning into play activities. 
Appropriate verse below each drawing increases significance. 
Each book (6% x 8% in.) averages 8 outline pictures for coloring, 


NEW TESTAMENT 3 
ia 


Four Sets: Jesus Loves Me, 
The Wise Men, World Chil- 










FAVORITE 
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tion Story. Each, 1S; of ore", | Think When | Read, 
five, 750. TO" fodk, 18q oll four, 600 . Order Today at 


Your Dealer 


WILLIAM H. DIETZ, INC. 1050. Wabash Ave., Dept. 16, Chicago 3, Ill. 
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DENVER, COLORADO 
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Extension Department, Room S 411 
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GOOD SPEAKERS! GOOD MUSIC! 


CEDAR LAKE, INDIANA 
JULY 22-29 
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WMBI Radio Rally 
KYB (Know Your Bible) Club of WMBI 
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REST in the POCONO MOUNTAINS 


Please refer to this ad 





We have the new loose- 


TYGERT’S, Mill Creek Rd., CRESCO, PA. 
leaf as well as 35 other 


Scofield SF 
styles to choose from. 


Write for catalog describing Scofields and zipper cases 
to fit. FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, New York. 


SEN EOACY as 


en for parents and young 
ngee designed both to meet the 
uy and lead them to Christ. 


SEND 25c FOR A SELECTION OF 25 
THE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND-BOX 888-AKRON 9, OHIO 














WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN MEDICAL 
COLLEGE AND HOSPITAL 


LUDHIANA, INDIA 


Ministering to the il! and training 
young women for medical services 


The new Indian Government demands the upgrading of 
college and the enlarging of the hospital by 1952. Do you 
want this sound evangelical work of over fifty years to go into 
non-Christian hands? 

We need your support for our American missionary surgeon 
on the field. Send your gifts to: MISS LUCY POWEL, R. D. 
3, Norristown, Pa. 





| Fon bee CHAIRS 


- IN Steel or Wood 


FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 


- AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 
——\ J. P. REDINGTON & CO. 
DEPT. 69 SCRANTON 2,PA. 


ATTENTION 


MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES, 
AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


oe When in the metropolitan area on 
or for pl e, you will find it 
convenient and economical to stop at 


SHELTON COLLEGE 


340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 




















Meeting the need of the hour 


‘¢ ALL-BIBLE GRADED SERIES 
me of Sunday School lessons 
“The whole Bible for your 

whole Sunday School” 

434 SOUTH WABASH 
CHICAGO 5, ILL, 
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A NEW EDITION OF 


A Chemist and His Bible 


By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D.,Sc.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
man who for many years was the Direc- 
tor of Research of one of the world’s 
largest industrial corporations. 

Now in its third edition, bringingit upto 
date in view of later discoveries in the field 
of atomic energy, in a 48-page booklet. 


Paper bound — 30 cents, postpaid 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, July 1 


Where Freedom Ends 
(Gal. 5:1; Rom. 14:13; 15:1-3) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
UR national holiday, in this year 
when our country is keenly alerted 
to the world-wide menace of Commu- 
nism, is sure to bring forth many utter- 
ances about the freedom we enjoy in 
this land—a freedom greater than that 
enjoyed in any other land on the face 
of the earth. Yet, great as is the free- 
dom found in America under our demo- 
cratic government, we do not have to 
examine it very closely to see that even 
our freedom is relative. 
86 

For example, we are free on our 
national holiday to play ball or have a 
picnic. But we are not free to do so on 
someone’s property without permission. 

We are free to drive a car, but we 
must conform to the requirements set 
up by the state to secure a license, and 
we must obey the traffic laws of the 
state and community in which we live, 
so that others who wish to drive may 
do so and be able to drive in safety. 

In other words, our freedom, great as 
it is, is limited by the rights and priv- 
ileges of others, and the more privileges 
that are enjoyed by all, the more indi- 
vidual liberty is limited, not so that a 
few may enjoy all, but so that as many 
as possible may share in as many liber- 
ties as possible and to the greatest pos- 
sible degree. Individual freedom, then, 
ends at the point where the rights and 
liberties of others are infringed upon, 
and this is largely true also of collective 
freedom, the difference being that col- 
lective freedom must determine wherein 
lies the greatest good for the greatest 
number, 

ye 


The Christian believer, however, learns 
from God’s Word of another kind of 
freedom. It is a freedom from sin’s 
bondage that has been purchased for 
him and is the right of everyone who 
is born again through faith in Jesus 
Christ. Yet it is not always enjoyed be- 
cause, sometimes, of ignorance, and 
sometimes because of unbelief or lack 
of faith. Believers who are not enjoy- 
ing this freedom from the penalty and 
power of sin are much like a man sit- 
ting in jail ignorant of the fact that he 
has been pardoned, or unable to believe 
that all he has to do is to open the door 
and walk out a free man, 

As long as a believer is ignorant of 
the freedom that Christ has purchased 


- for him, or is unwilling to act upon it, 


he cannot do what is right and good, 
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even though he may desire to do so. This 

was Paul’s experience, you will recall, 

when he wrote: 

“For what I would, that I do not; but 
what I hate, that I do... . I find a law, 
that, when I would do good, evil is 
present with me. For I delight in the 
law of God: after the inward man; but 
I see another law in my members, war- 
ring against the law of my mind, and 
bringing me into captivity to the law of 
sin which is in my members” (Rom, 7: 
15, 21-23). 

But Paul also discovered another great 
truth. The law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus had made him free from the 
law of sin and death (Rom. 8:2), and 
when he stepped out in faith in this 
new freedom he was no longer ham- 
pered and bound by evil desires and 
habits. Furthermore, he found that this 
new liberty made it possible for him 
to do right toward his fellow men, not 
because of the compulsion or prohibition 
of a law, but under the motivation of 
love and concern for others. Hence he 
was willing to take upon himself the 
burdens and infirmities of others, not be- 
cause he had to, but because love 
prompted him to do so. He was willing 
to abstain from things he had a perfect 
right to do, not because a law said he 
must abstain, but because concern and 
regard for weaker believers prompted 
him to do this (Rom. 14:7 to 15:3). 

2 ye 

Here lies a great privilege for all 
Christian believers. The freedom we 
enjoy through Christ is not for our self- 
ish enjoyment. It releases us to do good 
to all men for Christ’s sake, It gives us the 
opportunity gladly and willingly to put 
aside our own comforts, to leave friends 
and loved ones and go to the uttermost 
parts of the earth to carry the Good 
News to the unlovely and to endure all 
sorts of hardships and distasteful ex- 
periences for their sakes that they»may 
know Christ. It urges us to deny our- 
selves certain things that are right and 
good and desirable, in order that others 
may hear the Gospel. It enables us to 

abstain from certain acts or pleasures 
that may not harm us but that may not 
be understood by weaker Christians and 
may thus prove stumbling blocks to 
them, 

Are you enjoying and using your 
Christian freedom in these profitable 
ways? 

PHILADELPHIA, 

ye 


The Octopus Expands 
(Continued from second page) 


is a Presbyterian layman, also a power- 
ful figure in Pennsylvania politics and 
the owner of a powerful press (the Path- 
finder and the Farm Journal, for exam- 
ple, with four million subscribers). He 
appeared at the Convention to propose 
the incorporation into the new National 
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Council of a “National Lay Committee 
which, as Dr. Cavert explained was to 
overarch “the whole structure of the 
Council.” Dr. Cavert had at first op- 
posed the idea, “but the Spirit of God 
had been at work,” changing his mind. 
This National Lay Committee was 
sprung on the Council with practically 
no knowledge of it beforehand. In a 
speech, Mr. Pew described it as a “stand- 
ing committee” of the new body, al- 
though the constitution adopted knew 
nothing of it. It was to formulate “an- 
nouncements and statements of policy 
in fields in which the lay groups have 
a special competence and interest.” 
There was something Cromwellian in 
this abrupt entrance into an ordered as- 
sembly. Bishop Oxnam declared that the 
very word “overarching” disturbed him, 
as well it might. Most of the laymen 
(and twelve laywomen) named on the 
intruding Committee are certainly un- 
known to the public. Others are well 
known, at least to temperance men. The 
Du Ponts, who stand close to Mr. Pew, 
are represented by Mr. Jasper E. Crane, 
vice-president of Du Pont de Nemours 
and their agent in “free enterprise prop- 
aganda.” Another who shares the Du 
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Pont wet opinions is a former president 
of the National Association of Manu- 
facturers, in which the Du Ponts are 
powerful, if not predominating; a third 
is president of Armstrong Cork Com- 
pany, which supplies bottle caps to dis- 
tillers. 

So, at the very start, the wrong kind 
of men seem to have been on hand— 
just why remains to be seen. 

Prof. Dr. Maurice Neeser of the Uni- 
versity of Neuchatel, Switzerland, has 
recently published an essay on “biblical 
ecumenicism,” entitled, “At the Church’s 
Heart.” He declares that we have a 
right to be impatient at the way these 
promoters yield to their fixed ideas about 
“ecumenicity.” They think to speak with 
an authority not otherwise attainable. 
Those who try to realize this ideal with 
human means pursue a chimera. In con- 
trasting the institutional with the Charis- 
matic, he says: “The real ecumenicism 
exists, in fact, among Christian groups 
as a consequence of ruptures and seces- 
sions which the Gospel has exacted.” 
Never were truer words! 
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North Mountain Bible Conference 
Red Rock, Pa. (3 (Near Wilkes-Barre.) 
July 2nd to to August 19th 


Situated in the beautiful pine-scented forests of 
Eastern Pennsylvania. 

Address: ROBERT W. LANCASTER 
Box 22 Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 





Old Mill Bible Conference 
Brandamore, Pa. 
Situated on the picturesque, historic Brandywine 
Creek. 


June 2 to September 1, every Saturday 3.30 and 7.30 


July 4, Labor Day Week-end 
2 weeks Children’s Camps, July 8 to 2! 
| week Youth Camp, July 2! to 28 


A FREE GIFT 


with each $2.00 subscription to THE CHRISTIAN 
PARENT, leading Christ-centered, home- building 
magazine with devotions, or UM, favorite chil- 
dren’s magazine. Beautiful $1.75 black plastic 8 x 6% 

inch Sallman picture of Christ Free with each one-year 
$2.00 subscription to either ee magazine if you 
enclose this ad or mention No. 751. Pompton 10 cents. 
Offer expires August 31, 1951. Send today/ 


The Christian Education Co., Box $, “ighian- 
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ANOTHER WYCLIFFE CHRISTIAN CLASSIC 


VOICE OF THE HEART 
by John Newton 


Letters from the saintly John Newton to his parishioners on 
@ variety of practical and spiritual subjects. Dr. Alexander 
"| keep John Newton on my choicest shelf of 
spiritual books.” $3.50. 


Purchase at your favorite refigiovs bookstore or direct from 


MOODY PRESS 20 w. ta sae street, cuicaco 10, wumors 
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AT YOUR 
BOOKSTORE OR 


THIRD EDITION 


Order your set today. All 8 volumes—only $29.95 


4 222 E. Willow 
lon of Foss Wheaton, Il 








BY DR LEWIS SPERRY CHAFER 
@ DISPENSATIONAL A lifetime effort. Every Bible student, Evangelist, Pastor, 
@ PREMILLENNIAL and teacher should have it. It’s new. . . comprehensive 
@ UNABRIDGED . complete. Covers the whole field of Evangelistic 
e@ A LIFE WORK fundamental Christian doctrine. 
@ UNPARALLELED Bound in maroon buckram. . . stamped in gold. . . beau- 
@ WELL INDEXED tifully styled. . . 64% x 9% inches in size. . . 2,700 pages. 
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fi Risen 3 
isen Lord 
Is being preached to Lithuanians by workers 
in 5 countries, Gospel literature in 21 coun- 
tries, and radio around the world. This faith 
work, established 1928, is the only agency 
Write for the 


} 
| 
| 
| 
reaching this needy people. 
Bible Witness. 
LITHUANIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION 
Box 488-T Chicago 90, Illinois 
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& WE LIKE Higley’s os 


AV / 
" Famous Pocket Quarterlies 


Based on the Uniform Series of the International 
$. S. Lessons — for all Depts. 


True i Whole Bible 


Designed tofit the pocket, in size and 
price. 4% x6%, 68 pages, each more 
than 25,000 words, handy size makes 
them easy to carry—hard to lose 
Can be conveniently studied dur- 
ing the week. They save time — 
win souls and build character. Each 
only 10c. 
AGENTS make good money sell- 
ing our quick moving line : Bibles, Books, Greeting 
Cards, Mottoes, Calendars, etc. Liberal commission. 
Write for full details 
DC &.S. Pocket Quarterlies ( Catalog and Agent's Offer 


THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. C-7, Butler, Ind. 








a. 





¢ 
Yrisria® 


"JOHN DEWEY’S EDUCATIONAL 
PHILOSOPHY has done more 
harm to American young 
people than even John Bar- 
leycorn,” says a public school 
teacher of years of experience. 


Are you equipped to refute 
the fallacies of this subtle 
atheistic influence? 

Read Dr. Buswell’s book ex- 
posing Deweyism. Givecopies 
to your friends, especially the 
teachers of your children. 


Order direct from the author 
— THE PHILOSOPHIES OF F. R. 
TENNANT and JOHN DEWEY, 
over five hundred pages, 
$6.00, postage prepaid if cash 
accompanies order. 


J. OLIVER BUSWELL, Jr. 
President 


Shelton College 


340 West 55TH STREET 
New York 19, N. Y. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the _ International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


June 25 to July 1 


Mon.—Matthew 10:29-33. 

Man of More Value Than a Sparrow. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye are of more 
value than many sparrows.” Notice 
these words on values lie between two 
remarkable statements of Christ: “The 
very hairs of your head are all num- 
bered,” and, “Whosoever therefore shall 
confess me before men, him will I con- 
fess also before my Father which is in 
heaven.” The first appraises man in this 
realm; the second tells of the notice 
taken of him in Heaven. God gets from 
man pain or pleasure (vs. 32, 33). What 
does God receive from you? Pray for 
the Faith Bible Academy, Camdenton, Mo, 


Tues.—Matthew 18:1-6. 
Greatest in the Kingdom. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whosoever 
therefore shall humble himself as this 
little child, the same is greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven.” God honors humil- 
ity. God gives grace to the lowly. He 
sees not as man does. Man looks on 
the outward appearance; God looks on 
the heart. Man esteems what God de- 
spises, and God approves of what man 
rejects. As Heaven is higher than earth, 
so God’s thoughts are higher than ours. 
To Him the last is considered first and 
the first last. Pray for South Africa 
General Mission, 23 Flatbush Ave., 
Brooklyn 17, N. Y. 


Wed.—Matthew 8:1-4. 
Jesus Cures the Leper. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jesus put forth 
his hand, and touched him, saying, I will; 
be thou clean. And immediately his 
leprosy was cleansed.” This first mir- 
acle of Christ was on a leper. “Lepers 
are cleansed” was the word He sent to 
John the Baptist in prison, to confirm 
His forerunner’s faith in Himself. The 
works of Christ are His heavenly cre- 
dentials. Christ’s miracles are no dif- 
ficulty for the one who recognizes Him 
as God manifest in flesh. All who do 
so say with Job, “I know that thou canst 
do every thing” (Job 42:2). Pray for 
the Latin America Mission, 161 Park St., 

Ridgefield Park, N. J, 

Thurs.—Psalm 103:1-5. 
God’s Mercies to Men. 
PRAYER SuccEesTIoNs: “Forget not all 
his benefits.” God is good to all, and 
His tender mercies are over all His 











The advertisements in The Sunday 
School Times are there for YOUR use. 
The articles advertised are made to 
meet YOUR needs. This is why the 


regular reading of the advertisements 
proves so well worth while. 
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works. But pardoned sinners have both 
spiritual and physical benefits for which 
to be thankful. God is more gracious 
to them than to others. Their redemp- 
tion from destruction, happy provi- 
dences, divine teaching, and assistance 
make a believer's life pleasant and won- 
derful even in this vale of tears. “Like 
as a father pitieth his children, so the 
Lord pitieth them that fear him.” Pray 
for Crusaders Gospel Association, 1307 
Blcor St., W., Toronto 4, Can. 


Fri.—Matthew 18:12-14. 
The Father’s Seeking Love. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “It is not the will 
of your Father which is in heaven, that 
one of these little ones should perish.” 
God yearns for the salvation of every 
one, especially the little ones. Early to 
Christ means long days of service for 
Christ in most cases, and strong days of 
service for all. The early verses of this 
chapter say some startling things to those 
who put stumbling blocks in the way 
of children coming to Christ. Christ 
came to seek and to save them, and 
“woe” upon all who ignore His minis- 
tries for their salvation. Are you helping 
the seeking Saviour to find lost sheep? 
Pray for the Evangelical Beacon and 
Evangelist, 2950 Nicollet Ave., Minne- 
apolis 8. 


Sat.—1 Peter 1:17-25. 
Redeemed by Christ’s Blood. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Redeemed .. . 
with the precious blood of Christ.” The 
first Adam dragged the entire race of 
men down into the darkness of sin. The 
last Adam, the Son of man from Heaven, 
by His blood on the cross, as the Lamb 
of God suffering for the sins of the whole 
world, made possible eternal redemption 
for all who believe on Him. By that 
one offering for sin, He perfects forever 
them that are sanctified. Are you “sanc- 
tified by God the Father, and preserved 
in Jesus Christ”? (Jude 1.) Pray for 
World Wide Prayer and Missionary 
Union, 4714 N. Spaulding Ave., Chicago 
25. 


Sun.—Psalm 8. Crowned With Honor. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thou hast 
made him a little lower than the 
angels, and hast crowned him with 
glory and honour.” Here is a hint of 
God’s purpose in making man, and 
an intimation of man's original dig- 
nity and honor. Yet with all, the 
Psalmist prophetically saw how this 
very world of men would despise, re- 
ject, and crucify His Son, and asks, 
“What is man, that thou art mindful 
of him? and the son of man that 
thou visitest him?” The answer is 
not in the important nature of man, 
but in the blood of the eternal Son of 
God shed for the remission of his sins, 
and the purchase price of his ever- 
lasting salvation. Calvary tells best 
God’s appreciation and love for man. 
Pray for Africa Inland Mission, 375 
Carlton Ave., Brooklyn 5, N. Y. 
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